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Abstract 
Indonesia is a country that is united in diversity. It is reflected in the motto 
Bhinneka Tunggal Ika, Pancasila, and the 1945 Constitution. This research 
aims to determine the role of schools, civics education, Pancasila, and the 
views of religions and religious communities in Indonesia in realizing civil 
society. From the results of this study, it was found that the high level of 
diversity in Indonesia had occurred long ago and has continued until now 
and in the future. In this case, schools have a significant role in developing 
unity in diversity. Also, civic education, Pancasila, and religion have a role in 
unity in diversity in Indonesia. 
Keywords: Education, Citizenship Education, Pancasila, Religion, and 
Schools 

 
Introduction 

The circumstances and 
conditions of historical and sociological 

reality show that the Indonesian nation 
has much diversity in terms of religion, 
race, ethnicity, and culture. Indonesian 
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society consists of various ethnicities, 
religions, and races. In Furnival's study, 
a plural society is a society that consists 
of two or more elements or social 
orders that live side by side but without 
mixing in a single political unit (Hefner, 
2007; Nasikun, 2007). As religious 
people, we must build unity with the 
differences that surround us. However, 
some communities still often cause 
harmony problems between living 
things among religious people, such as 
attacks on specific groups, accusations, 
fights between groups, and insults to 
others (Yahiji et al., 2019; Mahfud, 
2019). 

In dealing with existing 
problems, we must always be guided by 
the Al-Qur'an and always fulfill the 
obligations of Allah SWT. By adhering to 
the Qur'an, our faith will increase, and 
we will avoid actions that harm many 
people. This study examines how 
student attitudes contribute to building 
unity in diversity and providing 
education to people in Indonesia 
(Mahfud, 2020; Muyasaroh et al., 2020). 

In this case, the research 
attempts to build unity in diversity with 
the survey method to find out what kind 
of unity exists in our environment. We 
can also find out the community's 
behavior regarding unity and the many 
disparities and factors hindering unity 
in diversity. Here we use sources from 
several journals, such as Didik Arif 
Baehaqi (2016), Siti Nazlatul Ukhra and 
Zulihafnani (2021) and Gina Lestari 
(2016) and explanations of verses in 

the Qur'an related to unity in diversity. 
The Al-Qur'an plays a crucial role as a 
way of life for Muslims so that they are 
able to live life as well as possible, and 
students are expected to be able to 
provide knowledge to the surrounding 
community about how the Al-Qur'an is 
a benchmark for building unity in 
diversity. Also, the values of civic 
education, Pancasila, and the character 
of civil society are further explored in 
this study. 
 
Research Method 

This research paper is a 
qualitative research method that 
produces and utilizes data in the form 
of qualitative descriptive data using 
data collection techniques from various 
sources on the internet and credible 
library sources. Research with 
descriptive qualitative method aims to 
provide information about the social 
reality that occurs in society based on 
fundamental theory and examples. This 
descriptive qualitative research 
method is carried out by collecting data 
and information from various sources, 
journals, articles, or books to be 
scrutinized and understood, which then 
draws an outline conclusion to answer 
the problems discussed. In addition, a 
quantitative research method is also 
used. In this research, we surveyed the 
form of several questions and opinions 
about what aspects are at risk of 
undermining and threatening unity in 
diversity on the one hand. On the other 
hand, it is also to look at the supporting 
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factors for the realization of civil society 
and unity in diversity. Using the Google 
form platform, we provide several 
examples of problems that respondents 
will answer in the form of several 
options based on their opinions, and we 
will then conclude each data obtained. 
 
Results and Discussion 

The topic of unity in diversity as 
part of the portrait of civil society must 
be understood in its definition and 
concept. In the Big Indonesian 
Dictionary, unity means a combination 
(bond, assemblage, etc.) of several parts 
that have come together. Unity comes 
from the word one, which means whole 
or not divided. Unity implies the 
unification of various kinds of patterns 
into one complete and harmonious 
whole. 

According to Syarbaini quoted 
by Rentika Oktapiani et al., unity 
generally means the unification of 
various kinds of diverse patterns into 
one unified whole and harmonious. 
Meanwhile, diversity in the broad 
sense, according to Chris Speechley and 
Ruth Wheatley, is a varied statement. 
However, diversity began to develop 
and was used to explain variations in 
certain places because there are people 
with various backgrounds and cultures 
in an area. 

Meanwhile, diversity is a 
combination of species richness and 
evenness in a single value (Ludwig, 
1988: 8). In addition, according to 
Wirakusumah, diversity is a measure of 

the integration of biological 
communities by calculating and 
considering the number of populations 
that make up them with their relative 
abundance (Kusumohamidjojo, 2000; 
Muammar et al., 2020; Krisdiyanto et 
al., 2019). 

In this case, it is undeniable that 
Indonesia has much diversity. It starts 
from the variety of ethnicities, cultures, 
customs, and races to the diversity of 
religions. The majority of the religion 
adhered to by Indonesian citizens is 
Islam. However, in Indonesia itself, 
several other religions must also be 
respected, such as Christianity, 
Catholicism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
Confucianism, which Indonesian 
citizens embrace. Every religion 
undoubtedly has its own rules in 
worship. However, this difference is not 
a reason to split (Chanifah et al., 2021; 
Hidayat et al., 2019). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Number and percentage of 
population by religion (2010) 

 
The Central Bureau of Statistics 

(BPS) in 2010 reported the result of 
census, the religion that is most widely 
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followed by the Indonesian population 
successively, namely Islam, as many as 
207.2 million people (87.18%), 
Christianity, as many as 16.5 million 
people (6.96%), Catholics as many as 
6.9 million people (2.91%), Hindus as 
many as 4.012 million people (1.69%), 
Buddhists as many as 1.703 million 
people (0.72%), Confucianism as many 
as, 117.1 million people (0.05%) and 
299.6 million people (0.13%). 

Besides having several religions, 
Indonesia is also rich in various kinds of 
tribes that spread throughout 
Indonesia. The following is a picture of 
the number, percentage, and ranking of 
ethnic groups in Indonesia: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Number and percentage of 
population by ethnic group (2010) 

 

According to data from BPS for 
2010, the Javanese are the largest 
ethnic group, with a population of 95.2 
million or around 40.2 percent of 
Indonesia's population. This Javanese 
tribe combines the Javanese, Osing, 
Tengger, Samin, Bawean or Boyan, 
dragons, and other tribes on the island 
of Java. The next largest ethnic group is 
the Sundanese, with 36.7 million (15.5 
percent), the Batak, with 8.5 million 
(3.6 percent), and other tribes from 
Sulawesi with 7.6 million. (3.2 percent). 
The Batak tribes include the Angkola 
Batak, Karo Batak, Mandailing Batak, 
Pakpak Dairi Batak, Simalungun Batak, 
Tapanuli Batak, and Batak. 

Based on the above, Indonesia is 
a large country with much diversity. 
However, these differences are not a 
reason for us to be divided. Various 
efforts being implemented at this time 
are respecting and appreciating each 
other's differences, then caring for each 
other so that the unity of the people 
among various diversity is realized 
(Mahfud et al., 2018; Mahfud, 201; 
Rahmawati et al., 2018; Mahfud, 2014). 

Pancasila and Citizenship 
Education in Building civil society, 
several subject teacher competencies 
will be achieved in this lesson. The 
competencies that will be achieved in 
this lesson are schools. In this case, 
teachers and lecturers must continue to 
carry out and analyze the role of 
Pancasila, Citizenship, and religion to 
strengthen moral values in building 
global citizens. For a country that wants 



Civil Society and the Role of Schools, Citizenship Education, Pancasila and 
Religious Studies in Building Unity in Diversity 
 
  

 

336 | MODELING, Volume 10, Nomor 1, Maret 2023 

 

 

to maintain its existence, a primary 
obligation must be carried out, namely, 
to educate all its citizens so that they 
are aware and participate in carrying 
out their rights and responsibilities in a 
balanced manner. Pancasila and 
Citizenship Education carry a national 
mission to educate the nation's life 
through the corridor of "value-based 
education." Pancasila and Citizenship 
Education have a significant role and 
function in instilling the values of the 
Pancasila ideology, in which some 
values form the basis of the concept of 
global citizenship as stated in the aims 
of citizenship education. 

Several fundamental values can 
be developed in civics education, 
referring to the values of Pancasila as 
the basis of the state. The values of 
divinity, humanity, unity, democracy, 
and justice can be used as a basis for 
international relations. In addition, the 
values that can be developed in 
interstate relations are clearly stated in 
the Preamble to the 1945 Constitution 
of the Republic of Indonesia, namely 
"participating in carrying out world 
order based on freedom, eternal peace, 
and social justice." The values of 
relations between countries include the 
values of independence, peace, and 
social justice. 

Factors That Can Undermine 
Unity in Diversity Based on the survey 
that we have conducted, we obtained 
data from various respondents of 
various ages and origins from different 

institutes. The following is the 
respondent's data: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Circle diagram of 
respondent's age 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4. Diagram of the respondent's 

institution background 
 
Based on the data in figures (3) 

and (4), it was found that 90.7% of 
respondents were aged 18-23 years, 
and 9.3% were aged <18 years, with a 
total of 75 respondents. The 
respondents came from various 
institutes in Indonesia, such as the 
Sepuluh Nopember Institute of 
Technology (ITS), Diponegro University 
(Undip), East Java "Veteran" UPN, 
Indonesian Pharmacy Academy, 
'Aisyiyah University Yogyakarta 
(Unisa), Muhammadiyah University 
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Prof. Dr. Hamka (Uhamka), University 
of Lampung, and others. 

With the diversity that exists in 
Indonesia, not all regions are doing well 
in building unity in diversity. This is 
evidenced by the survey results we 
have obtained as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5. The diagram of unity in 
diversity has been going well in the 
respondent's area 

 
In this survey, we use the range 

1-10 to indicate conditions in the area 
around the respondent in building 
unity in diversity. A value of 10 
indicates that it is running well, and a 
value of 1 means it is not going well. 
According to the survey that was 
conducted, it was found that one 
respondent (1.3%) chose a value of 1 
out of 10.1 respondents (1.3%) chose a 
value of 2 out of 10, 1 respondent 
(1.3%) determined a value of 3 out of 
10, 2 respondents (2.7%) chose a value 
of 4 out of 10, 4 respondents (5.3%) 
chose a value of 5 out of 10, 9 
respondents (12%) chose a value of 6 
out of 10, 15 respondents (20%) chose 

a value of 7 out of 10, 25 respondents 
(33.3%) chose a value of 8 out of 10, 10 
respondents (13.3%) chose a value of 9 
out of 10, and 7 respondents (9.3%) 
chose a value of 10 out of 10. This shows 
that Islam builds the unity in diversity 
that surrounds us is going well enough 
because the community has applied the 
Islamic religious knowledge that has 
been obtained to everyday life. 
However, some areas could still be 
improved in building unity in diversity. 

Based on the data we have found 
regarding the attitude of respondents 
to the great diversity in Indonesia. 
98.7% of respondents said they 
appreciated differences, and 1.3% 
wanted to teach what they thought was 
right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6. A diagram of respondents' 
attitudes toward the great diversity in 
Indonesia 
 
In addition, some factors can 
undermine unity in diversity. Based on 
our survey, 57.3% of respondents 
stated that the most significant factor 
was a lack of tolerance. The second 
factor, namely 33.3% of respondents, 
said that frequently reading hoax (fake) 
news can also undermine unity in 
diversity. Not only that, but there are 
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also other factors, such as differences in 
ethnicity, race, and religion, hate 
speech, lack of implementation of the 
values of the Koran in life, and the ease 
with which people can be provoked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7. Diagram of factors that can 
undermine unity in diversity 
 

Even though several factors can 
undermine unity in diversity, most 
students can maintain kinship ties 
amidst the diversity in Indonesia. This 
is evidenced by a survey showing that 
82.7% of students were able and 17.3% 
of students lacked confidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8. Diagram of the respondent's 
ability to maintain kinship ties amidst 
the diversity in Indonesia 
 

How to Maintain Unity and 
Diversity Based on the results of data 
collection that we have carried out, it is 

clear that in our environment, we are 
already quite good at maintaining unity 
and have been able to maintain kinship 
amid so many differences, as for how to 
maintain unity, among others, such as 
mutual respect between each other. 
This is important to do because it can 
create an environment that is safe, 
peaceful, and just in the midst of the 
many differences that exist. In addition, 
maintaining unity can be done by 
sorting out information so that it is not 
easily influenced by hoax news 
circulating. 
 Many things can be done to 
realize unity in diversity. To discover 
the unity of a pluralistic society like in 
Indonesia, among other things: There 
needs to be cooperation between 
leaders and the people; caring for 
others regardless of ethnicity, race, and 
culture by respecting each other and 
appreciating each other's differences; if 
there are differences around us, it is 
enough that we respect them and we 
have no right to corner or blame their 
choices because it would be wonderful 
if we could live side by side in a diverse 
environment. 
 
Conclusion 
 Based on the discussion above, 
Indonesia's diversity condition is very 
high. However, from this diversity, 
many challenges can undermine unity 
in diversity. From the survey that has 
been conducted, the three most 
significant factors that can endanger 
unity in diversity are a lack of tolerance, 
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frequent reading of fake news, and 
differences in ethnicity, race, and 
religion. This can be avoided through 
respecting each other, sorting out 
information, and building a peaceful 
atmosphere in the surrounding 
environment. Civil society can be 
realized by overcoming these problems 
through various approaches and 
methods. More than that, the role of 
schools, civics education, Pancasila, and 
Islamic religious education must also be 
continuously improved. 
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